to Stella

LETTER n

Presto. Pray make Parvisol pay you the ten pounds imme-
diately ; so I ordered him. They tell me I am grown fatter,
and look better; and, on Monday, Jervas14 is to retouch my
picture, I thought I saw Jack Temple15 and his wife pass
by me to-day in their coach; but I took no notice of them.
I am glad I have wholly shaken off that family. Tell the
provost16 I have obeyed his commands to the duke of
Ormond; or let it alone, if you please. I saw Jemmey
Leigh17 just now at the Coffee-house, who asked after you
u Swift sat to Charles Jervas (i675?-J739) for his portrait during
his previous visit to London. When he left in May 1709 the portrait was
unfinished. Jervas now began again, and two days later gave the picture
'quite another turn' (p. 14). This portrait is almost certainly that presented
to the University of Oxford in 1739 ky Alderman Barber, and now in the
Bodleian Library. It was engraved by Vertue in 1 7 1 6. See Forster's Life,
pp. 226-7, 278 n.; and the essay on cThe Portraits of Swift', Prose Works,
xii. 5-12. This portrait is reproduced as a frontispiece to Forster's Life and
in vol. ix of the Prose Works. It is an attractive portrait representing Swift
in the prime of his powers.
15  A nephew of Sir William Temple, the second son of Sir William's
younger brother, Sir John Temple, Speaker of the House of Commons of
Ireland, who died in 1704.   John Temple married Elizabeth, elder
daughter of Sir William's kst surviving son, John, who committed suicide
in 1689, and he thus acquired the estate of Moor Park. In 1706 Swift
was on sufficiently good terms with John Temple to receive an invitation
to stay at Moor Park, which, however, he declined (Corresp. i. 57).
Although, writing to Stella, Swift speaks curtly of John Temple, and could
only exchange 'two or three careless words* with him on a chance meeting
three months kter, he seems to have disliked him less than he did Lady
Giffard and Henry Temple, later Viscount Palmerston.   In 1737 he
presented John Temple with a portrait of Lady Gifiard, and courteously
requested some assistance for Rebecca Dingley, who was a relation
(Corresp.v. 416-18).
16  Benjamin Pratt, a man of considerable fortune and cultivated tastes,
became Provost of Trinity College, Dublin, in 1710.  In 1717 he was
appointed Dean of Down. Although Swift was on friendly terms with him
he satirized his marriage with Philippa, daughter of tie sixth Earl of
Abercorn, in a poem written shortly after Pratt's death in Dec. 1721. See
Poems, p. 289.
17  Two brothers, James and Tom Leigh, receive frequent mention in
the Journal. James, who was on friendly terms with Stella, was an Irish
landowner, seated at Walterstown, near Dundalk, but very much of an